The Round Table

The Commonwealth Journal of International Affairs

ISSN: (Print) (Online) Journal homepage: www.tandfonline.com/journals/ctrt20

:
3

Routledge

Taylor &Francis Group

Climate jusStice and Pacific Island countries — a case
Study on grassroots advocacy

Belyndar Maonia Rikimani

To cite this article: Belyndar Maonia Rikimani (2024) Climate justice and Pacific Island

countries - a case study on grassroots advocacy, The Round Table, 113:4, 374-384, DOI:

10.1080/00358533.2024.2382563
To link to this article: https://doi.org/10.1080/00358533.2024.2382563

ﬁ Published online: 30 Aug 2024.

\J
EJ/ Submit your article to this journal &

||I| Article views: 168

A
h View related articles &'

@ View Crossmark data &'

CrossMark

Full Terms & Conditions of access and use can be found at
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/journalinformation?journalCode=ctrt20


https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/ctrt20?src=pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCitFormats?doi=10.1080/00358533.2024.2382563
https://doi.org/10.1080/00358533.2024.2382563
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/authorSubmission?journalCode=ctrt20&show=instructions&src=pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/authorSubmission?journalCode=ctrt20&show=instructions&src=pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/mlt/10.1080/00358533.2024.2382563?src=pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/mlt/10.1080/00358533.2024.2382563?src=pdf
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1080/00358533.2024.2382563&domain=pdf&date_stamp=30%20Aug%202024
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1080/00358533.2024.2382563&domain=pdf&date_stamp=30%20Aug%202024
https://www.tandfonline.com/action/journalInformation?journalCode=ctrt20

THE ROUND TABLE
2024, VOL. 113, NO. 4, 374-384
https://doi.org/10.1080/00358533.2024.2382563

Routledge

Taylor & Francis Group

W) Check for updates

Climate justice and Pacific Island countries — a case study on
grassroots advocacy

39031Ln0Y

Belyndar Maonia Rikimani

Ministry of Commerce, Industries, Labour & Immigration, Lawyer and Civil Servant, Honiara, Solomon Islands

ABSTRACT KEYWORDS

Many Commonwealth member states face the brunt of the climate Commonwealth; climate
crisis. In the Pacific Island states and the wider Pacific region, the  justice; vulnerability;
frequency of severe weather events has increased. For instance, in inequalities; injustice; Pacific

2023 the island of Vanuatu was impacted by cyclones Judy and ~ "69i°"

Kevin in March and afterwards by cyclone Lola. According to
Vanuatu officials, more than 10,000 homes were destroyed and
the storms caused massive destruction to Vanuatu’s infrastructure
and economy. Facing the likelihood that the global temperatures
will reach or surpass the 1.5 degrees Celsius target between 2021
and 2040, a grassroots student movement was launched at the
University of the South Pacific (USP) based on Emalus Campus,
Vanuatu, which ended with a United Nations General Assembly
resolution on climate justice and Pacific Island states. Even so, the
situation remains alarming for many Commonwealth Small Island
Developing States (SIDS) in the Pacific and there are important
questions as to how these states will adapt to and mitigate climate
change and also address the climate justice issues they face. This
article provides a case study on climate justice and Commonwealth
member states and looks at measures currently being considered or
implemented by political leaders and other stakeholders.

Introduction

Every year, at the Conference of the Parties (COP) to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change, countries from around the world meet to deliberate on
important issues concerning climate change. COP events have recently produced agree-
ments by the Parties on ‘ambitious climate action’ to address the increasing adverse
impacts of climate change.

At the recent COP28, which took place in Dubai, UAE from 30 November to 12
December 2023, the Commonwealth General Secretary, Patricia Scotland, echoed in one
of her speeches ahead of the summit that:

The worst predictions of climate change have become a daily reality. In the
Commonwealth’s most vulnerable countries, fertile lands are turning to dust, wells are
running dry, storms and floods are overwhelming communities, and the ocean is rising. This
represents not only a threat to the health, welfare, and survival of millions of people, but to
our collective stability and economic prospects. Yet as climate change advances, the gap on
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emissions, finance and justice has widened, while the window for action continues to
narrow. COP28 must close that gap. Every day of delay makes life more dangerous, and
makes climate action more complex, challenging, and expensive. There can be no more
delays, and no more excuses - this is the time for implementation.'

The Secretary-General’s statement reveals the widening concerns regarding the vulner-
ability of many Commonwealth member states to climate change, and the inequalities
people in the affected countries will continue to face, even if drastic measures are
implemented by political and community leaders and governments. This underscores
the need for urgent and accelerated actions from all levels of decision-making to ensure
that the welfare of citizens and residents is secured, and that the climate injustices
suffered are addressed adequately.

Throughout the past years, there have been many international conferences and
meetings held around the world to find possible solutions to deal with the rising
impacts of climate change, but there are still huge gaps on how to fully address these
problems. Many treaties and regulations have been developed and signed by many
Commonwealth nations in the knowledge that concrete and tangible climate actions
will be taken to deal with the impacts of climate change. But, so far, there has been
very little commitment by the highest emitting countries, like the G77 and several
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) countries, which
makes it very difficult to achieve climate justice for vulnerable Commonwealth
nations like the Pacific region (The Commonwealth, 2023).

Thirty-three of the now 56 Commonwealth member states are classified as Small
Island Developing States (SIDS),” and these countries are on the front line of the adverse
impacts of climate change. SIDS are faced with a greater risk of facing the many problems
that climate change will inflict on their respective economies. To make matters worse,
research by the Commonwealth Secretariat (Rena, Commonwealth Secretary General:
Small Islands Developing States need finance to tackle Climate Crisis, Commonwealth
Secretariat, 2023) shows that SIDS like those in the Pacific region are at risk of losing out
on an estimated US$4.1 billion of aid opportunities and development assistance,” parti-
cularly because they do not have the right capacity to deal with the complex process of
managing the assistance that has been given to them.

With these impacts of climate change continuing to affect many Commonwealth
nations, this has caused a huge fallback to their economies as many Pacific nations are
currently facing the brunt of the climate crisis but do not have the funds to support the
mitigation and adaptation of their countries. Climate Finance Funds, which were said to
be accessible by all nations to adapt and mitigate climate impacts, have now become very
difficult to access as the process and procedure itself has been complex. Many
Commonwealth Pacific states have tried many times in recent years to tap these climate
finance opportunities but the complex application and qualification processes make it
difficult for them, given their limited capacity.

Yet, the SIDS in the Pacific region continue to show some resilience amid all the
frequent disasters many have faced. The Pacific region is expected to experience a high
increase in average temperature and will experience more extreme hot days (Campbell &
Warrick, 2014), more extreme rainfall events, ocean acidification, and sea-level rise,*
which will result in significant consequences for the livelihood and the well-being of
many Pacific Islanders. This is why there needs to be a shift in the policy reforms that are
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aimed to counter the climate crisis, so that these Commonwealth nations can better adapt
to and mitigate the changing weather pattern.

In this rapidly changing world, where severe climate events and weather-related
disasters have become increasingly frequent, how can climate justice be achieved
for the vulnerable commonwealth nations like Tuvalu, Kiribati, or Nauru that have
caused very few carbon emissions yet have suffered the worst of climate change?
Indeed, many Pacific SIDS have been severely affected by rising sea levels, which
have destroyed homes and taken away the lands where their families live and earn
their livelihoods. However, these countries on their own are unable to do anything
effective against climate change because they have limited capacity and resources
of their own. This is the sad reality of the small vulnerable states in the South
Pacific.

Instead, to address climate change, Commonwealth member states — indeed, the
entire international community - needs to continue working collectively to
address the anthropogenic causes of climate change and to adopt policies and
measures which ensure that climate justice is obtained for the vulnerable popula-
tion and communities that are experiencing the worst impacts of the climate
crisis.

Challenges faced in pursuing climate justice

It has always been a huge challenge for many of the developing countries in the
Commonwealth to address the adverse impacts of climate change, especially as many
member states do not have the resources or capacities to do so on their own (Disability
and Climate Change, 2022), unlike the developed countries. Research is ongoing by
various organisations on identifying appropriate adaptation measures that Pacific SIDS
can undertake to help them ensure that their citizens, residents, and communities have
the tools to respond to climate change, and the myriad injustices of climate change many
face as a result of structural and societal inequalities (Munoz, 2019). Challenges still
remain and new forms of climate injustice continue to emerge or become known in
Pacific SIDS. For instance, in Papua New Guinea (PNG), vulnerable communities in the
Carteret Islands face ‘coastal erosion and food and water insecurity due to anthropogenic
climate change’.> PNG, one of the most biodiverse countries in the Commonwealth,
indeed in the world, is more and more ‘vulnerable to floods, droughts, earthquakes,
tsunamis, volcanic activity and even sea level rise, and some of these are expected to
increase in frequency, magnitude, and intensity due to climate change’ (Papua New
Guinea, 2021).°

For the entire Pacific region, there is an urgent need to adapt to climate change as
there are so many challenges facing vulnerable communities and populations, such as
increased coastal erosion, loss of coral reefs, increased sea-level rise causing massive loss
to coastal land and coastal infrastructure, increased saline intrusion causing freshwater
contamination to many freshwater sources, and unpredictable intense weathers like
severe droughts, cyclones, hurricanes, and increased rainfall, which have affected the
production of natural resources.

Achieving climate justice for affected persons and communities is neither an easy task
nor an easy journey. The entire process is fraught with challenges and the different types
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of climate injustices resulting from inter-generational, structural, and socioeconomic
inequalities may warrant different responses. To understand this better it is useful to
discuss these.

Structural inequality

Among the Commonwealth Pacific nations, the impacts of climate change will not be the
same across the different countries and even within countries. Indeed, climate change will
affect people and communities differently, and their experiences will be uneven due to
differences in their demographic makeup and socioeconomic status. For example, women
in the atoll nation of Nauru will be more severely affected by sea-level rise and coastal
flooding and erosion or ‘king tides’ than women in the Solomon Islands, who have more
access to land for farming and planting their local food produce. The women in the
Solomon Islands live on higher ground, while those in Nauru have limited access to land
and live in low-lying areas. Moreover, the land areas they do have access to were destroyed
by phosphate mining, which has affected the soil’s fertility and this has resulted in turn in
lower agricultural yields and loss of production, including for subsistence farming by
women, which has led to issues of food security for the affected women and their families
(AECOM, 2014). At the same time, sea-level rise has significantly increased, further
limiting significant areas of the coastal lands utilised by women for their smallholdings.

Most of the adverse impacts of climate change are more deeply felt by women and
children compared with men in the majority of cases. This is because women in most
places are those who have worked extra hard to earn and make a living for their families.
As in many Pacific Communities, women play a huge role in the agricultural sector but
often do not have equal access to agriculture opportunities, resources, and services or
even the power to take part in a decision-making process that concerns climate change
and agriculture (SPC, 2012). Given these circumstances, women now have lower access
to important information adaptation and mitigation efforts, which then increases their
vulnerability, their capacity to create communities and households’ ability to be resilient
in the face of climate crisis. These findings show how important it is for women to be well
informed regarding relevant opportunities in order for them to best support and drive
adaptation and mitigation efforts in their communities and countries. Women’s partici-
pation and involvement can bring change and positive drive in climate change policies
that countries have already signed and ratified but which are yet to be enacted within
their domestic laws and legislation. Lastly, for climate efforts and solutions to be effective
in our systems, all leaders must strongly consider the inclusion of gender equality and
women’s empowerment throughout the task of addressing climate action.

Another group that is impacted by climate change is those with disabilities and other
marginalised groups who are also at higher risk of facing the worst of climate change, as it
will pose a threat to their health and well-being, food security, livelihood, and access to
essentials like clean water and sanitation. A report released by the Pacific Disability
Forum” stated that climate change will increase their hardships and likely degrade the
quality of life and well-being for persons with disabilities and other marginalised groups
within communities. It will also affect their ability to adapt effectively to the available
livelihood opportunities and maintain resiliencee.
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Intergenerational inequity

In this current phase of the twenty-first century, the younger generations have been the
most vocal and most confident to arise and advocate strongly on all these issues of
climate change to which they have not contributed. They have taken huge initiatives to
rally against their leaders and governments to hold them accountable for their inaction.
Many children and young people are now beginning to stand up to their leaders and tell
those leaders that they have not done enough for their future. Many have seen these
leaders as failures for not being strong enough and not fully using their political will to
develop climate policies and reforms that will safeguard their future from the adverse
impacts of climate change.

The saddest reality is that these young generations have made very little contribution
to climate change but they will be the ones who will bear the brunt of the impacts of this
climate crisis as they grow and advance through life. Climate change has threatened the
effective enjoyment of their basic and fundamental human rights like their right to life,
right to a clean environment, right to clean water, right to health, right to self-determina-
tion, and their right to culture and development (IPCC, 2023; SPREP, 2023).

For example, for the people of the atoll nation of the Marshall Islands their highest
point is about 2-3 metres above sea level, which is not safe at all for their land and their
water sources.” They are faced with frequent, almost weekly coastal erosion, which has
then increased salinisation of their freshwater sources, which has contaminated the water
they drink and use for essential needs like cooking and washing. The increased salinisa-
tion in the soil and groundwater has caused huge damage to their food security. This
damage, caused by sea-level rise, has deprived them of the right to access clean water and
the right to healthy food, which violates one of the important fundamental human rights
stated by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Socioeconomic inequalities

In almost all fora, such as the COP, SB60s, SIDS and many others, the low-lying states
like those in the Pacific have been voicing their concern about how they are faced with the
worst of climate change, yet they have limited access or no access at all to the right
resources, funds, and capacities to properly address and deal with the impacts their
populations are faced with every day. Pacific countries differ in the urgency of water
security, Vulnerable countries such as Tuvalu, Kiribati, Nauru, and the Marshall Islands
face difficulties in managing their limited water sources, as saltwater intrusion has
destroyed most of their groundwater sources. Papua New Guinea, Fiji, Vanuatu, the
Solomon Islands, and New[AQ18] face fewer challenges than the low-lying atoll nations.”

In the recent Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) AR6 Synthesis
Report on Climate Change 2023' it clearly states that the 10% of households with the
highest per capita emissions globally contribute 34-45% of global household greenhouse
gas emissions while the bottom 50% contribute 13-15%, which means that many low-
income and vulnerable countries are more susceptible to experiencing the loss and
damage ttributable to climate change. Climate change as experienced today threatens
many low-income nations like those in the Pacific where more reliance is placed on
natural resources for survival. IPCC reports have found that global surface temperatures
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have increased faster since 1970 than in any other 50-year period over at least the last
2000 years.'". It is patently clear that Commonwealth Pacific nations will not be able to
survive such irreversible economic loss covering agriculture, forestry, fisheries, tourism,
and energy. Extreme weather and climate events will expose many people and commu-
nities to acute food insecurity, reduced water security, and substantial damage to their
coastal and ocean ecosystems, thus causing adverse impacts on human health, key
infrastructure, and the livelihood of the affected people and communities.

Why climate justice is important for Pacific Island states

One of the main questions that has frequently been asked when trying to address climate
justice is: What does ‘climate justice’ mean for the Pacific nations or the vulnerable nations
in your context? Officials and representatives of PICs are asked this repeatedly. The
answer to this question varies from country to country according to the effects of the
climate crisis felt by their communities and their people (Greenpeace, 2023).

The Pacific is known as one of the most climate-vulnerable regions in the world that
are impacted daily by the adverse impacts of the climate crisis, yet its island nations have
contributed least of all to the climate crisis, i.e., PICs account for only 0.03% of global
greenhouse emissions historically,'* which is very low compared with the major indus-
trial countries such as the UK, those in the European Union, and the USA, and, more
recently, increasingly China and others. Although the PICs are negative emitters, they are
on the frontlines of climate change and islands in the Pacific region are increasingly
facing more severe weather events, including more frequent and intense cyclones, coastal
flooding, droughts, failure of subsistence crops, loss of coral reefs and mangroves, and
water and food scarcity. Indeed, food security as a result of climate change is becoming a
common problem for many PICs and the people living there.

Given the lived experiences of climate change of many Pacific islanders, the Pacific has
stood up and taken a leading role in addressing climate change. For the leaders and
governments of some if not all PICs, this has become one of their main priorities, as they
have witnessed how climate change has affected societal welfare, the livelihoods of
vulnerable communities, their economy, and their food security. Thus, the leading role
played by some PICs in pushing for urgent global change on the issues of achieving
climate justice in the international arena has become increasingly visible. The PICs have
enjoyed some success in framing climate change as a human rights issue, and have
supported this view with relevant stories and accounts of the effects of climate change
and how the human rights of people in Pacific Island countries have been impacted. One
outcome of this is that the Marshall Islands has become the smallest country ever to
secure a seat on the UN Human Rights Council, and it has used this platform to raise
awareness of and advocate for climate justice for vulnerable nations, especially small
island developing states (SIDS).

In an opening statement at the Climate Vulnerable Forum in COP25, President Heine
of the Marshall Islands, one of the leading advocates for climate justice for Pacific island
countries, stated that:

The most vulnerable - atoll nations like my country - already face death row. Water covers
much of our land at one or other point of the year as we fight rising tides. As we speak
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hundreds of people have evacuated their homes after large waves caused the Ocean to
inundate parts of our capital, Majuro. It’s a fight to the death for anyone not prepared to flee.
As a nation, we refuse to flee. But we also refuse to die. So not to come forward with a new,
improved NDC - with a stronger national effort — by next year. This is the same as a
government deciding to pass sentences on our future (Climate Vulnerable Forum, 2019). To
force our country to die. That’s an injustice if only because we know these governments can
act. We know it is not impossible ... It’s quite the opposite. It’s why climate change is a

major human rights issue ... Climate is the most serious human rights issue we have ever
faced."”

Another example is the atoll nation of the Republic of Kiribati, where currently land is
just 2% of the total area (Tong, 2015)'* and currently the indigenous people are faced
with the worst case scenarios of sea-level rise through which it is predicted that their
islands will be submerged under the sea by 2080 and will be uninhabitable well before
then, which will lead to forced displacement. This is the lived reality that the atoll is faced
with every day and in the near future. The people of Kiribati are aware that if their island
is submerged due to climate change, it would be the end of Kiribati as a sovereign state, a
sad but very high probability for its people physically, mentally and emotionally. For the
people of Kiribati, and for many other Pacific islanders as well, the loss of land amounts
to a the loss of their ancestral heritage and also their cultural identity and practices that
are closely tied to their livelihoods, and would result in such Imeans of support being lost
as well. To make matters worse, the possibility that they will need to relocate from their
ancestral homes to entirely new environments and lifestyles could lead to increased levels
of poverty'” and a rise in societal conflicts. Thus, climate change not only impacts
people’s well-being and income possibilities, but may also trigger displacement and
internal conflicts.

Given these scenarios, climate change is increasingly viewed as a fundamental human
rights issue that is affecting people’s basic rights to enjoy their life and the environment in
which they traditionally live. People should have full enjoyment to exercise their human
rights with dignity but are faced with a climate crisis, and the increasingly frequent
weather events and disasters impede their right to enjoy a good environment and the
right to good health. Indeed, many in the Pacific islands have experienced continuous
heatwaves, air and water pollution, and more frequent and stronger cyclone events that
have had significant health impacts. As a result, in Pacific Island states, people are now
more likely to face major disease outbreaks, at-risk food security, water shortages, short-
and long-term trauma and severe malnutrition in young children.

These issues could be dealt with if political leaders were to use their political will and
power to negotiate strongly for better policies and reforms that would safeguard the
people’s rights. However, because of greed and corruption, these important issues have
been ignored, as evidenced by the decision to invest more in coal power and energy, one
of the leading causes of the increase in global greenhouse gas emissions in the world, or
fajlure to tackle the massive pollution caused by cruise ships. Commonwealth Pacific
nations are in a desperate state.

Climate justice for the Pacific is seen now as a very important aspect of the way
forward to a just and equitable transition towards a sustainable future for the coming
generations. Pacific Island states have raised and strongly emphasised via all platforms
and global discussions available to them that climate change is a major existential threat
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to their way of life and that it is a violation of human rights for their people. The daily
lived experiences of the Pacific islands offer first-hand evidence as to why climate change
is a human rights issue and one that must not be ignored by leaders when addressing the
outcomes of climate change issues, whicht pose an imminent threat to the livelihood of
many people.

Recently, Pacific Island states joined forces and cooperatively engaged in initiatives
that seek climate justice for their vulnerable communities; they have garnered support
from almost 130 countries and more to support them in achieving climate justice. Pacific
Island states can no longer sit and wait to see change as they have done in the past; now
they are standing up for their nations and people and leading change on all platforms in
global discussions and spaces that are given to them. They see that climate change knows
no boundaries, which implies that international cooperation is crucial amongst the global
community and is very important for them to ensure that their fight for climate justice is
heard by all nations.

Vanuatu’s advocacy on climate justice: a case study

Over recent years, we have seen that many vulnerable nations from SIDS in the Pacific
region have called attention to the climate injustices they face. Political leaders, policy-
makers, civil society, and climate activists have increasingly advocated for ambitious
climate action and for financial support to address the myriad cases of climate injustice
people and communities have faced over the preceding decades. Indeed many young
activists, including high school and university students, have led various rallies and
demonstrations that have been a powerful driving force in bringing attention to issues
of climate justice in Pacific island countries. However, the prevailing narrative that the
Pacific island countries are ‘small and isolated . . . reinforces the idea that climate change
impacts are primarily happening in places remote from wealthier nations’ (Morgan &
Petrou, 2023).

In 2019, a group of 27 enthusiastic law students from the University of the South
Pacific (USP) based on Emalus Campus, Vanuatu carried out research for a course on
Environmental Law to find the most climate-ambitious tool that can push global nego-
tiations for better outcomes. Citing frustrations caused by a world lack of adequate action
on climate change and almost no delivery on climate justice, students were tasked with
researching legal avenues available to push more accelerated action. Following their
research, the students found that seeking an advisory opinion from the International
Court of Justice (ICJ) - the world’s highest court — was the most ambitious avenue, and
argued that a potential legal option could produce accelerated action for Climate Justice.
Subsequently, in 2019, students from eight Pacific nations came together and launched
an organisation within USP known as the Pacific Islands Students Fighting Climate
Change (PISFCC). The objective was to persuade Pacific Island states to take the issue of
climate change and human rights to the International Court of Justice.

This unique campaign has brought together grassroots initiatives and forged colla-
borative partnerships from all around the national, regional and international fronts to
join their campaign. This started with the #EndorseTHEAO campaign, which brought
together various university lecturers, academia, and policymakers from various Pacific
Island states to support and endorse this campaign. The #EndorseTHEAO campaign was
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centred on themes of intergenerational equity and argued that future generations and
their rights must be safeguarded and protected as it is they who will be facing the brunt of
this climate crisis, so their rights must be protected as of now. The campaign also argued
that whatever decisions on climate change are taken today will affect future generations
of Pacific Islands residents and hence it is important that, in addressing climate change,
intergenerational inequities must be highlighted by the region’s leaders and decision-
makers.

The PISFCC engaged and had various dialogues with the Vanuatu Government. Ralph
Regenvanu, Vanuatu’s Foreign Affairs Minister at the time, was very open to hearing
what the students had to bring to the discussions and this interaction started the
campaign’s global journey to the United Nations. Two years later, in 2021, the
Vanuatu Government announced that it had agreed to take up the PISFCC’s proposal
to put forward an Advisory Opinion on climate change and human rights to the United
Nations General Assembly (UNGA) in 2022. Thus, at UNGA 2022, Vanuatu officials
lobbied other United Nations member states to join the core group and vote for the
resolution once it is tabled at the UNGA.

On the 29 March 2023, the UNGA made history when it unanimously adopted
Resolution 77/276 calling on the ICJ to issue an advisory opinion on the obligations of
states relating to climate change and human rights. This resolution was led by the
Vanuatu Government and co-sponsored by 132 countries, which included most ofthe
Commonwealth Pacific Nations. This was a breakthrough and a landmark achievement
for the Small Islands Developing States that have been impacted by the climate crisis, as it
was adopted by consensus whereby no country opposed the vote on this advisory
opinion. This advisory opinion is not legally binding, but it carries great moral and
legal authority, and once it is issued by the International Court of Justice could give
strong effect to the Paris Agreement, Law of the Sea (ITLOS), and other treaties relevant
to climate change. Vanuatu believes that having the world’s highest court issue an
advisory opinion on the matter of climate justice in Pacific Islands states could encourage
these states and others to push for more ambitious action at COP and other climate
negotiations, especially as it relates to the high-polluting countries paying for climate
injustices, especially if they (the developed country and high emitters) fail to significantly
reduce their carbon emissions in line with meeting the 1.5-degree Celsius objective.

Conclusion

Small Island Developing States in the Pacific, among Commonwealth member states most
vulnerable to climate change, continue to face growing incidents linked to climate justice.
This article has showed that advocacy and concerted action started by young people from
the Pacific and later championed by the government of Vanuatu, including at the United
Nations General Assembly, was successful in getting an advisory opinion on climate
injustice and the Pacific adopted as a resolution. This will undoubtedly help Pacific
Island states to address climate justice issues and could increase the use of legal measures
by vulnerable states in addressing the myriad climate challenges they face. It could also
help nudge Pacific Island states towards establishing new legislation and national policies
that are mutually aligned with their national development interests and responsible
climate action, and in this way increase accountability for all forms of climate injustice.



THE ROUND TABLE (&) 383

Notes

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

‘No more excuses: Commonwealth will call for accelerated action on climate crisis at
COP28. 2023. [Online] Available at: https://thecommonwealth.org/news/no-more-
excuses-commonwealth-secretary-general-will-call-accelerated-action. Accessed date: 29
May 2024

. The Commonwealth. The Commonwealth and climate change. 2023. pp. 8. Accessed Online:

https://production-new-commonwealth-files.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/
2023-12/D19433_Commonwealth_Climate_Change_Prog_A5Booklet_Oct23update.pdf.
Accessed 30 May 2024.

. The Commonwealth. The Commonwealth and climate change. 2023. pp. 9.
. Campbell, . and Warrick, O. 2014. Climate change and migration issues in the Pacific. pp. 6.

Accessed Online: https://webapps.ilo.org/dyn/migpractice/docs/261/Pacific.pdf. Accessed
30 May 2023

. Sarah M. Munoz, Understanding the human side of climate change relocation, The

Conversation, 5 June 2019, accessible at URL: https://theconversation.com/understanding-
the-human-side-of-climate-change-relocation-115887

. Papua New Guinea, World bank climate change knowledge portal, accessible at URL:

https://climateknowledgeportal.worldbank.org/country/papua-new-guinea/
vulnerability

. Disability and Climate Change. 2022. Findings from Kiribati, Solomon Islands and

Tuvalu. Accessed Online: https://pacificdisability.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/
PDF-Final-Report-on-Climate-Change-and-Persons-with-Disabilities.pdf.Accessed on 1
June 2024.

. SPREP. Sea level rise threatens the existence of Marshall Islands. 2023. Climate Change

Resilience. Press Release. Accessed Online: https://www.sprep.org/news/sea-level-rise-threa
tens-the-existence-of-the-marshall-islands. Accessed on 3 June 2024

. SPC. 2012. Freshwater under threat Pacific Islands: Vulnerability assessment of freshwater

resources to rnvironmental Change. Suva, Fiji Islands. Accessed Online: https://reliefweb.int/
sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Freshwater_Under_Threat-Pacific_Islands.pdf Accessed 5
June 2024.

IPCC, 2023: Summary for Policymakers. In: Climate Change 2023: Synthesis Report.
Contribution of working groups I, II and III to the sixth assessment report of the inter-
governmental panel on climate change. [Core Writing Team, H. Lee, and J. Romero (eds.)].
IPCC, Geneva, Switzerland, pp. 1-34, doi: 10.59327/IPCC/AR6-9,789,291,691,647.001.
Accessed Online: https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/syr/downloads/report/IPCC_AR6_SYR_
SPM.pdf

IPCC, 2023: Summary for Policymakers. In: Climate Change 2023: Synthesis Report.
Contribution of working groups I, IT and III to the sixth assessment report of the inter-
governmental panel on climate change. [Core Writing Team, H. Lee, and J. Romero (eds.)].
IPCC, Geneva, Switzerland, pp.4.

Greenpeace Australia. Climate Justice for the Pacific. The impact of climate change
on the Pacific Nations. Accessed Online: https://act.greenpeace.org.au/pacific-cam
paign#:~:text=The%20pacific%20is%200ne%200f,call%20the%20Pacific%20region%
20home.

Climate Vulnerable Forum. President Heine statement: CVF leaders event at COP25.
Accessed Online: https://www.thecvf.org/our-voice/statements/president-heine-statement-
to-the-cvf-partners-leaders-event-at-unfccc-cop25/

Anote Tong. 2015. My Country will be underwater soon — unless we work together. Mission
Blue IT. TED TALK. Accessed Online: https://www.ted.com/talks/anote_tong_my_country_
will_be_underwater_soon_unless_we_work_together

National Geographic. 2015. Our Heart is on Banaba: Stories from The Forgotten People of the
Pacific. Accessed Online: https://news.nationalgeographic.org/our-heart-is-on-banaba-stor
ies-from-the-forgotten-people-of-the-pacific/.


https://thecommonwealth.org/news/no-more-excuses-commonwealth-secretary-general-will-call-accelerated-action
https://thecommonwealth.org/news/no-more-excuses-commonwealth-secretary-general-will-call-accelerated-action
https://production-new-commonwealth-files.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/2023%E2%80%9312/D19433_Commonwealth_Climate_Change_Prog_A5Booklet_Oct23update.pdf
https://production-new-commonwealth-files.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/2023%E2%80%9312/D19433_Commonwealth_Climate_Change_Prog_A5Booklet_Oct23update.pdf
https://webapps.ilo.org/dyn/migpractice/docs/261/Pacific.pdf
https://theconversation.com/understanding-the-human-side-of-climate-change-relocation-115887
https://theconversation.com/understanding-the-human-side-of-climate-change-relocation-115887
https://climateknowledgeportal.worldbank.org/country/papua-new-guinea/vulnerability
https://climateknowledgeportal.worldbank.org/country/papua-new-guinea/vulnerability
https://pacificdisability.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/PDF-Final-Report-on-Climate-Change-and-Persons-with-Disabilities.pdf
https://pacificdisability.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/PDF-Final-Report-on-Climate-Change-and-Persons-with-Disabilities.pdf
https://www.sprep.org/news/sea-level-rise-threatens-the-existence-of-the-marshall-islands
https://www.sprep.org/news/sea-level-rise-threatens-the-existence-of-the-marshall-islands
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Freshwater_Under_Threat-Pacific_Islands.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Freshwater_Under_Threat-Pacific_Islands.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/syr/downloads/report/IPCC_AR6_SYR_SPM.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/syr/downloads/report/IPCC_AR6_SYR_SPM.pdf
https://act.greenpeace.org.au/pacific-campaign#:~:text=The%2520pacific%2520is%2520one%2520of,call%2520the%2520Pacific%2520region%2520home
https://act.greenpeace.org.au/pacific-campaign#:~:text=The%2520pacific%2520is%2520one%2520of,call%2520the%2520Pacific%2520region%2520home
https://act.greenpeace.org.au/pacific-campaign#:~:text=The%2520pacific%2520is%2520one%2520of,call%2520the%2520Pacific%2520region%2520home
https://www.thecvf.org/our-voice/statements/president-heine-statement-to-the-cvf-partners-leaders-event-at-unfccc-cop25/
https://www.thecvf.org/our-voice/statements/president-heine-statement-to-the-cvf-partners-leaders-event-at-unfccc-cop25/
https://www.ted.com/talks/anote_tong_my_country_will_be_underwater_soon_unless_we_work_together
https://www.ted.com/talks/anote_tong_my_country_will_be_underwater_soon_unless_we_work_together
https://news.nationalgeographic.org/our-heart-is-on-banaba-stories-from-the-forgotten-people-of-the-pacific/
https://news.nationalgeographic.org/our-heart-is-on-banaba-stories-from-the-forgotten-people-of-the-pacific/

384 (&) B.M.RIKIMANI

Disclosure statement

No potential conflict of interest was reported by the author.

References

AECOM. (2014). Pacific adaptation scenarios (costs and benefits): Case studies.

Campbell, J., & Warrick, O. (2014). Climate change and migration issues in the pacific. pp. 6.
Retrieved May 30, 2023, from https://webapps.ilo.org/dyn/migpractice/docs/261/Pacific.pdf
Climate Vulnerable Forum. (2019). President Heine statement: CVF leaders event at COP25.
https://www.thecvf.org/our-voice/statements/president-heine-statement-to-the-cvf-partners-

leaders-event-at-unfccc-cop25/

The Commonwealth. (2023). The commonwealth and climate change, 8. Retrieved May 30, 2024,
from https://production-new-commonwealth-files.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/
2023-12/D19433_Commonwealth_Climate_Change Prog_A5Booklet_Oct23update.pdf

Disability and Climate Change. (2022). Findings from Kiribati, Solomon Islands and Tuvalu.
Retrieved June 1, 2024, from https://pacificdisability.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/PDEF-
Final-Report-on-Climate-Change-and-Persons-with-Disabilities.pdf

Greenpeace. (2023). Climate justice for the pacific. The impact of climate change on the Pacific
Nations. https://act.greenpeace.org.au/pacific-campaign#:~:text=The%20pacific%20is%200ne%
200f,call%20the%20Pacific%20region%20home

IPCC. (2023). Summary for policymakers. In H. Lee, and J. Romero (Eds.), Climate change 2023:
Synthesis report. Contribution of working groups 1, II and III to the sixth assessment report of the
intergovernmental panel on climate change core writing team (pp. 1-34). https://doi.org/10.
59327/IPCC/AR6-9789291691647.001

IPCC. (2023). Summary for policymakers. In H. Lee, and ]. Romero (Eds.), Climate change 2023:
Synthesis report. Contribution of working groups I, II and III to the sixth assessment report of the
intergovernmental panel on climate change core writing team (p. 4).

Morgan, E. A., & Petrou, K. (2023). Cliimate justice through climate finance? Lessons from
Oceania. NPJ Climate Action, 2(24). https://www.nature.com/articles/s44168-023-00061-6#:~:
text=Pacific%20Island%20Countries%20(PICs)%20are,places%20remote%20from%20weal
thier%20nations

Munoz, S. M. Understanding the human side of climate change relocation. The conversation.
Retrieved June 5, 2019, from https://theconversation.com/understanding-the-human-side-of-
climate-change-relocation-115887

Papua New Guinea. (2021). World bank climate change knowledge portal. https://climateknowl
edgeportal.worldbank.org/country/papua-new-guinea/vulnerability

Rena, G., Commonwealth Secretary General: Small Islands Developing States need finance to
tackle Climate Crisis, Commonwealth Secretariat. (2023, May 1). Commonwealth Secretary-
General Visits Vanuatu Post-Cyclone Judy and Kevin to Discuss Climate Action and Climate
Justice. https://thecommonwealth.org/news/commonwealth-secretary-general-visits-vanuatu-
post-cyclone-judy-and-kevin-discuss-climate

SPC. (2012). Freshwater under threat pacific islands: Vulnerability assessment of freshwater
resources to environmental change. Retrieved June 5, 2024, from https://reliefweb.int/sites/
reliefweb.int/files/resources/Freshwater_Under_Threat-Pacific_Islands.pdf

SPREP. (2023). Sea level rise threatens the existence of Marshall Islands. Climate Change
Resilience. Press Release. Retrieved June 3, 2024, from https://www.sprep.org/news/sea-level-
rise-threatens-the-existence-of-the-marshall-islands

Tong, A. (2015). My country will be underwater soon - unless we work together. Mission Blue II.
TED TALK. https://www.ted.com/talks/anote_tong_my_country_will_be_underwater_soon_
unless_we_work_together


https://webapps.ilo.org/dyn/migpractice/docs/261/Pacific.pdf
https://www.thecvf.org/our-voice/statements/president-heine-statement-to-the-cvf-partners-leaders-event-at-unfccc-cop25/
https://www.thecvf.org/our-voice/statements/president-heine-statement-to-the-cvf-partners-leaders-event-at-unfccc-cop25/
https://production-new-commonwealth-files.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/2023-12/D19433_Commonwealth_Climate_Change_Prog_A5Booklet_Oct23update.pdf
https://production-new-commonwealth-files.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/2023-12/D19433_Commonwealth_Climate_Change_Prog_A5Booklet_Oct23update.pdf
https://pacificdisability.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/PDF-Final-Report-on-Climate-Change-and-Persons-with-Disabilities.pdf
https://pacificdisability.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/PDF-Final-Report-on-Climate-Change-and-Persons-with-Disabilities.pdf
https://act.greenpeace.org.au/pacific-campaign#:~:text=The%2520pacific%2520is%2520one%2520of,call%2520the%2520Pacific%2520region%2520home
https://act.greenpeace.org.au/pacific-campaign#:~:text=The%2520pacific%2520is%2520one%2520of,call%2520the%2520Pacific%2520region%2520home
https://doi.org/10.59327/IPCC/AR6-9789291691647.001
https://doi.org/10.59327/IPCC/AR6-9789291691647.001
https://www.nature.com/articles/s44168-023-00061-6#:~:text=Pacific%2520Island%2520Countries%2520(PICs)%2520are,places%2520remote%2520from%2520wealthier%2520nations
https://www.nature.com/articles/s44168-023-00061-6#:~:text=Pacific%2520Island%2520Countries%2520(PICs)%2520are,places%2520remote%2520from%2520wealthier%2520nations
https://www.nature.com/articles/s44168-023-00061-6#:~:text=Pacific%2520Island%2520Countries%2520(PICs)%2520are,places%2520remote%2520from%2520wealthier%2520nations
https://theconversation.com/understanding-the-human-side-of-climate-change-relocation-115887
https://theconversation.com/understanding-the-human-side-of-climate-change-relocation-115887
https://climateknowledgeportal.worldbank.org/country/papua-new-guinea/vulnerability
https://climateknowledgeportal.worldbank.org/country/papua-new-guinea/vulnerability
https://thecommonwealth.org/news/commonwealth-secretary-general-visits-vanuatu-post-cyclone-judy-and-kevin-discuss-climate
https://thecommonwealth.org/news/commonwealth-secretary-general-visits-vanuatu-post-cyclone-judy-and-kevin-discuss-climate
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Freshwater_Under_Threat-Pacific_Islands.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Freshwater_Under_Threat-Pacific_Islands.pdf
https://www.sprep.org/news/sea-level-rise-threatens-the-existence-of-the-marshall-islands
https://www.sprep.org/news/sea-level-rise-threatens-the-existence-of-the-marshall-islands
https://www.ted.com/talks/anote_tong_my_country_will_be_underwater_soon_unless_we_work_together
https://www.ted.com/talks/anote_tong_my_country_will_be_underwater_soon_unless_we_work_together

	Abstract
	Introduction
	Challenges faced in pursuing climate justice
	Structural inequality
	Intergenerational inequity
	Socioeconomic inequalities

	Why climate justice is important for Pacific Island states
	Vanuatu’s advocacy on climate justice: a case study
	Conclusion
	Notes
	Disclosure statement
	References

