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Short-finned pilot whale, New Caledonia, 2013



WHY?

• Source of info on 

species identity and 

diversity.

• Understand threats to 

species and populations.

Cuvier’s beaked whale, Rarotonga, 2007



• Original platform no 

longer supported.

• Data would be lost. 



• Moved to WildMe’s modern platform, Flukebook.

• Caveat: website designed for photo-identification catalogues, not 

strandings data. Serves as a basic data record until a point when 

a more purpose-built option can be developed.

www.flukebook.org

http://www.flukebook.org/


Stranding form for data collection in the 
field – download and print from SPREP 
website. 

https://www.sprep.org/ioe/strandings-of-oceania-database

RECORDING DATA

Pantropical spinner dolphin, New Caledonia, 2013

https://www.sprep.org/ioe/strandings-of-oceania-database


SUBMITTING DATA

• Get a login for Flukebook from 
SPREP – recommend one person as 
representative of organisation to 
have an account.

• SPREP will add you to the project. 

• You submit your “encounter”, 
including photos and add it to the 
‘Strandings of Oceania’ project. 

• Can add biological samples and 
results.

• Thorough guidance on the SPREP 
website.

OR

• Send your data sheets and photos       
to SPREP to upload.

www.flukebook.org
https://www.sprep.org/ioe/strandings-of-oceania-database





VIEWING AND USING THE DATA

Use your Flukebook login and follow SPREP guidance to search 
and download the data

OR

Explore the data on the Pacific Environment Portal (via the SPREP 
website)

https://pacific-data.sprep.org/dataset/strandings-oceania-database



76 encounters so far

1991 - 2021





Sperm whale (New Caledonia, 2012)

(Physeter macrocephalus)Dugong (New Caledonia, 2011) 

(Dugong dugong)

Short-finned pilot whale (New Caledonia, 2009)

(Globicephala macrorhynchus)

Cuvier’s beaked whale (Rarotonga, 2006)

(Ziphius cavirostris)



LET’S COMPLETE THE DATASET!

• If you have data 
about beach cast or 
stranded whales, 
dolphins or dugongs, 
send it to SPREP to be 
included in the 
regional database.

• Don’t forget photos!

Cuvier’s beaked whale, French Polynesia, 2014



FOR MORE INFO
• SPREP website: 

https://www.sprep.org/ioe/strandings-of-
oceania-database

• Inform – Pacific Environment Portal: 
https://pacific-
data.sprep.org/dataset/strandings-oceania-
database

• Email: Hannah Hendriks 
(hannahh.ext@sprep.org) or Karen Baird 
(karenb@sprep.org)

Thanks to the South Pacific Whale Research 
Consortium, especially Prof Scott Baker for 
support in this project and for the initial 
establishment of aPOD (a Pattern of Whales and 
Dolphins) off which this was built. 

https://www.sprep.org/ioe/strandings-of-oceania-database
https://pacific-data.sprep.org/dataset/strandings-oceania-database
mailto:hannahh.ext@sprep.org
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